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Waseca County 

What is Take 
It To The Box? 
The Take It To The Box program  
promotes the safe use, safe stor-
age and, in particular, safe dis-
posal of unneeded medication and 
illegal drugs.  
 
The Waseca County community is 
serious about preventing medica-
tion misuse/abuse and about envi-
ronmentally safe disposal of un-
needed medication. Safe medica-
tion disposal helps reduce such 
risks. 

 
Where is the Box? 
 
The Box is located in the  
Waseca County Sheriff’s Office  
First floor lobby,  
122 Third Ave NW,  
Waseca, MN 56093 
 
If you have further questions, please 
call 507-835-0685 and the Waseca 
County Public Health Staff will be 
happy to assist you. 

Sheriff’s Office 
First Floor Lobby 
122 Third Ave NW 
Waseca, MN 56093 

Phone: 507-835-0685 
Fax: 507-835-0687 
E-mail: sarah.berry@co.waseca.mn.us 

Waseca County MEDICATION safety program 



Can I drop off someone else’s 
unneeded medication? 
Yes. If needed, friends or family mem-
bers may bring medication to The Box 
for someone else. 
Can unused medicine be do-
nated for others to use? 
No. In Minnesota at this time there is no 
legal or safe way to donate unopened 
and/or unneeded medication.  
Health Finders (507-330-4031) is a local 
organization that will accept some un-
needed health-related equipment and 
supplies- but not medication. Call for 
information. 
What happens to the medicine 
dropped into The Box? 
The Box is emptied regularly. Contents 
are stored in a secured location. Periodi-
cally, a police officer and a chemist from 
qualified disposal company will sort the 
medication. Medicines will then be taken 
to a licensed site to be incinerated at 
extremely high temperatures.  
Who pays for the medication dis-
posal? 
Take It To the Box is a very cost effec-
tive program. Funding has come from: 
Waseca County Sheriff’s Office. 
There is no charge to individuals when 
medications are dropped off at Take It 
To The Box locations. 

How should I get my medicine 
ready to drop off in The Box? 
Medicine should be left in their original 
container with the label. If the medicine 
is a prescription, use a marker to cross 
off your name. Leave all other informa-
tion on the container.  
 
What kinds of medicine can  
go into The Box? 
Any prescription and over-the-counter 
medicine for both humans and animals 
can be placed in The Box.  
 
What about syringes, needles  
or “sharps”? 
No! These items should NOT go in  
The Box.  
 
The Waseca County Solid Waste De-
partment suggests placing syringes, 
etc., in an empty hard liquid laundry de-
tergent bottle. When half full, securely 
tape the lid onto the bottle. Label the 
bottle clearly with “Sharps” or 
“Syringes.” Place the bottle in your regu-
lar trash container- not with your recy-
cling. 
 
Contact: Waseca County Solid Waste  

http://www.co.waseca.mn.us/ 
507-835-0664 

 

 Frequently Asked 
Questions 

Household chemicals like glues,  
paints and other inhalants can be 
used to get high. Can these chemi-
cals go in The Box? 

No. You are encouraged to store these kinds 
of chemicals in a safe, out-of-reach location. 
Unneeded household chemicals can be 
taken to the Waseca County Solid Waste De-
partment. For information, use contact infor-
mation from above. 
Can “inhalers” be put in  
The Box? 
Yes. Inhalers used with various medicines 
can be dropped in The Box for disposal.  
Can illegal drugs and drug parapher-
nalia, such as pipes and other ob-
jects, be put in  
The Box? 
Yes. For privacy, items can be put in a paper 
bag or other container before dropping them 
into the disposal box. The opening of The 
Box is about 3 inches by 10 inches and is 
designed so that once something is dropped 
in, it can only be taken out by a designated 
police officer. 
What do I do with medicine that has 
expired? 
Expired medicines for people or animals are 
accepted in The Box. Just follow the direc-
tions from above.  
I know someone who has a large 
amount of unneeded medication but 
is unable to bring it in for disposal. 


